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Outside, the timber frame structure

Is clad in cedar, which also makes up
all elements of the timbered deck. A
low-pitched hip roof features generous
overhangs to shield the structure from

the sun and provide a more comfort-

able viewing experience to the proper-
ty’s 20 acres and beyond.

TR ST T S ' This fire-tower-inspired retreat

: HER TR | offers panoramic views or the lucky owners of
e N = T , : this lookout retreat in the

SRl o i [T of Rocky Mountain splendor. Golerio Rockins Tring

“on top of the world” is

more than an expression, or even

an occasional thank-your-lucky-
stars experience. It's a way of life,

Perched delicately between earth

and sky, this weekend retreat
delivers mind-bending views
of the best that Mother Nature
has to offer, including pine-covered
slopes, an alpine river and dramatic
rock formations.

The two-story timber frame struc-
ture was created as an escape from
the din of city living — a place where
the cares of life could melt away into
endless azure skies. As such, those
sky-high views were the driving force
behind the structure’s design, which
takes an “upside-down” approach by
situating the main gathering spaces
on the “main” floor and the sleeping
quarters down below. At 32-by-32 feet,
the home is a perfect square with
glass stretching around all four sides
of the upper level, delivering sight-
lines in every direction.

“No matter where you look, there
is an amazing view,” says Bruce Bode,
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Though ringing in at only
1Looo sguare feet, the main
Hoor olfers multiple zones
for gathering, including a
kitchen with island scating,
| and a living and dining arca.
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From the L-shaped, cushion-topped,
built-in bench, the views stretch out

in all directions, extending around

40 miles to the nearby Rocky Mountains.

owner of Heavy Timber Truss &
Frame, the home’s designer and
timber provider.

Of course, there’s a price to pay for
those stellar views. You won't find a
bathroom or any walled storage space
on the main floor. “The living area
was to have no obstructions — peri-
od,” explains Jim Ince, who served
as the local representative for Heavy
Timber Truss & Frame.

But don't for a second think that
means the wide-open interiors, which
include a kitchen, dining and living
area are devoid of architectural detail.

The impressive roof system features
grand trusses overhead, anchored

by two king posts in the center. The
ceiling gets an additional design boost
from eastern white pine tongue-and-
groove and a series of skylights that
add a pop of blue against the amber-
toned Douglas fir timbers.

The interiors feel at harmony with
their surroundings, thanks to the or-
ganic finishes and furnishings that fill
the space, including live-edge tables,
leather couches, granite countertops
and end-grain Douglas fir parquet
floors. Adding to the effect are sliding
glass doors that open to a catwalk
deck encircling the home.

While the home has a natural ease
about it, creating this mountain mas-
terpiece required more than its share
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of effort from the design and con-
struction team. There were challenges
around just about every corner: From
having to stage the materials half a
mile away and deliver them piece by
piece via forklift to the site, to getting
the equipment (including a crane)

up the long driveway with its hairpin
turns and switchbacks, to working
around the area’s short building sea-
son from May through early October,
to figuring out how to situate the
insulated concrete forms and SIPs into
the rocky terrain. “In some places, we
were literally placing posts between
boulders,” explains Bruce. “It was one
of those builds where you had to do
what you had to do and get it figured
out, but the outcome is really some-

thing truly special.”

HOME
DETAILS

|

SQUARE FOOTAGE

2,000

BEDROOMS  BATHS
2 2

DESIGNER/TIMBER PROVIDER
HEAVY TIMBER TRUSS
& FRAME
heavytimbers.com

left Marbled tiles in the shower
surround make a major statement in
this bathroom, which also features
glass shower doors, stained concrete
floors and a custom wood vanity,

below The structure’s bedrooms are
simple but functional. The shared
upper living space offers little in the
way of modern technology — the
views are the entertainment, after all
— 50 the televisions were relegated
to the downstairs bedrooms.
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